27732

million below the President’s request. This cut
is wrong. The COPS program has been suc-
cessful in adding officers to local law enforce-
ment agencies and has had a real impact on
preventing crime and promoting neighborhood
and community safety.

Because the CJS Conference Report does
not pay our UN debt, because it does not con-
tain the Hate Crimes Prevention Act, because
it inadequately funds the COPS programs, and
for other short-comings in important programs,
| urge my colleagues to oppose the Con-
ference agreement.

——————

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND EDWARD
R. SHERRIFF

HON. ROBERT T. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 1, 1999

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise in tribute to
Reverend Edward R. Sherriff. On October 20,
1999, Reverend Sherriff was stabbed to death
in his home in Sacramento. A memorial serv-
ice will be held on November 7 at River City
Metropolitan Community Church’s Cathedral of
Promise in Sacramento. As the community
mourns his loss, | ask all my colleagues to join
with me in saluting the career and efforts of
this exceptional person.

Reverend Sherriff was born in Serdro-
Wooley, Washington and raised in Northern
California on the Hupa Reservation. He began
preaching locally at age seventeen. This child-
hood interest grew into a career. He was the
pastor of several congregations and coordi-
nated churches in the Northwest U.S. and in
Canada. In 1965, he was dismissed as a re-
sult of his sexual orientation, and he did not
enter another church for 19 years.

His life in ruin, Reverend Sherriff borrowed
money to buy a restaurant. This venture even-
tually expanded to five extremely successful
eateries. During this time, he also financed a
homosexual hotline in Spokane, Washington,
taught nursing for the state of Washington,
and volunteered his time to help the needy
and hungry.

In 1983, Reverend Sherriff attended a serv-
ice at Emmanuel Metropolitan Community
Church in Spokane, Washington. Because of
this open and caring environment, he was
convinced to rejoin the ministry.

Reverend Sherriff briefly served as a pastor
of the MCC church in Boise, Idaho, and he
served as District Coordinator of the North-
west District, Universal Fellowship of Metro-
politan Community Churches from 1987-1992.
From 1990 to 1992, Reverend Sherriff served
as Executive Director of the Hope House, a
low-rent residence facility operated by Loaves
and Fishes.

Edward Sherriff began his tenure as Asso-
ciate Pastor of River City Metropolitan Com-
munity Church in Sacramento in 1987. His of-
fice was located in the church building in Oak
Park, a multicultural community in a de-
pressed area of Sacramento. He made a prac-
tice of inviting cold and hungry people off the
street to come in for a cup of hot coffee. As
the news spread, more and more people
began to flock to the Reverend’s door.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Due to his nursing background and interest
in feeding the needy, nutritional concerns were
of utmost importance in formulating his out-
reach to the community. In 1990, he began
cooking a pot of soup for the 10 or 20 hungry
people who had nowhere else to go for a
warm meal.

In the early 1990’s Reverend Sherriff and
MCC began the Samaritan Center to provide
held for the needy regardless of religious affili-
ation, race, creed, sex, or sexual orientation.
The Samaritan Center used volunteers and
the church’s kitchen to prepare the meals and
used the church’s social hall to serve the
meals. The number of hungry people contin-
ued to grow, and in 1992, Reverend Sherriff
resigned his District Coordinator position and
dedicated his time to the Samaritan Center.

In 1994, MCC’s Activities Building, which
housed the Samaritan Center, burned to the
ground. At the time, the Samaritan Center was
providing about 400 hot meals per day. As a
result, the center was promptly moved to a
new location and continued the services to the
community. In September of 1999, the Sa-
maritan’s Food Bank program, together with
Reverend Sherriff's coffee shop, had helped
feed over 4,200 people.

Mr. Speaker, as the community of Sac-
ramento gathers to mourn the loss of one of
its finest citizens, | am honored to pay tribute
to Reverend Edward R. Sherriff. His tireless
service to the community and people of Sac-
ramento will be dearly missed. | ask all of my
colleagues to join me in mourning his loss and
celebrating his achievements.

——

HONORING WWI VETERAN, JOHN
STRONG

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 1, 1999

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor World War | veteran, John
Strong, Mess Attendant 3rd Class, U.S. Navy.
The Government of France has approved Mr.
Strong for the award of The National Order of
the Legion of Honor.

The National Order of the Legion of Honor
is the highest honor France bestows on its citi-
zens and foreign nationals. It is presented in
gratitude for the American valor in France dur-
ing World War | and in recognition of the 80th
anniversary of the signing of the Armistance
on November 11, 1918.

John Strong is 101 years old, and a long
time resident of Fresno and the San Joaquin
Valley. He served as a Mess Attendant 3rd
Class with the U.S. Navy in World War I. He
left for Brest, France on the U.S.S. Passtora
and served aboard a submarine in France.
John Strong vividly remembers surviving a tor-
pedo missile attack by the Germans. The tor-
pedo landed three or four feet away from the
submarine that he was on and many sailors
were killed as a result of the attack. Mess At-
tendant 3rd Class Strong was one of the few
fortunate sailors to survive and he has never
forgotten this incident. He was honorably dis-
charged from the U.S. Navy on September
25,1919.

November 1, 1999

John Strong has since been a minister of
the Gospel of the Jesus Christ Church. He en-
tered into the ministry in 1929 and over the
years has pastored in five churches. He was
an active minister until 1998.

Mr. Speaker, | want to honor the Reverend
Strong for his dedication to the U.S. Navy. |
urge my colleagues to join me in wishing John
Strong many more years of continued success
in life.

———

TRIBUTE TO WINSOME McLEAN-
DAVIS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 1, 1999

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | want to bring to
my colleagues’ attention the achievements of
Ms. Winsome McLean-Davis.

Ms. McLean-Davis is currently the adminis-
trator for the Bishop Henry B. Hucles Epis-
copal Nursing Home which is a 240-bed
skilled nursing facility in the Bedford-
Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn. Through her
leadership and pioneering spirit, the facility
opened an adult day care program in April of
this year. The Episcopal Nursing Home has
also received a deficiency-free assessment
from the Department of Health.

Winsome’s contributions to our community
go beyond her accomplishments in the suc-
cessful operation of this nursing facility. As
Vice President of her local block association,
Winsome has focused on improving her com-
munity. In an attempt to develop community
support groups, Winsome organized a sum-
mer program for children and youth. Currently,
Winsome also serves as the Vice President of
the Black Long Term Care Administrators’ As-
sociation (BLTCA).

Our community has greatly benefited from
Winsome’s strong moral commitments. She
credits her father, Curlin Thomas McLean, a
trade union leader in Jamaica with instilling in
her the principle that “investing in another’s
life is the real sign of true service.” Her moth-
er, Ruby, by example, continues to enforce
these values. Winsome completed her under-
graduate and graduate studies at the Univer-
sity of the West Indies and Howard University.
She completed post-graduate studies in ger-
ontology at the Brookdale Center on Aging of
the City University of New York.

Winsome is married to Kenneth Davis and
they have a five-year-old son, Andrew. Ms.
McLean-Davis is truly an inspiration to her fel-
low administrators and a pillar in her commu-
nity. | commend her to my colleagues as an
outstanding example of a community leader.

————

TRIBUTE TO CLAUDE C. STEWART,
JR.

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 1, 1999

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Claude C. Stewart, Jr. Although he
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